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The cargo can be classified in two categories: a. hollow terracotta
votive figurines, between 12 to 40 cm. heigh; b. storage jars
characteristic to the Sth century BCE, which enabled us to date
the sunken ship. Almost 400 figurines were found in the course of
this season, many of them whole, and we estimate that the total
cargo contained twice or three times as many figurines, which
must have been plundered at some earlier date.

The figurines were cast in molds and represent a female figure
standing on a pedestal; her right arm is raised in a gesture of
blessing, and her left arm resting on her belly or between her
breasts. In some figurines a liitle child clings to the female
figure. A large number of the figurines have been preserved to the
extent that the features of the face, the dress and the hairstyle are
clearly distinguishable. The “Sign of Tanit” or a dolphin appears
in relief on the pedestal.

The publication of the discovery has caused archaeologists and
historians to renew their interest in the goddess Tanit - her
origin, the extent of her cult, her symbols and her attributes.
Some scholars have claimed that the goddess Tanit originated in
the East, and have identified her with the goddess Astarte who in
the course of time acquired a new name and a dominant status in
the West. These scholars found support for their views in the
discovery of the “Sign of Tanit” in various archaeological
contexts in the Levant. It appears engraved in a lead weight
(Ashkelon) and on a clay jar (Akko). The goddess's name also
appears 1n a 7th century inscription found in Sarepta (Lebanon).
The discovery already contributed to the study of the
iconographical aspects of the symbols, the development and the
diffusion of the cult of the goddess Tanit, as well as to the
historical problem of the relations between the metropolis and
her colonies in the Sth century BCE.
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Figurines of Tanit from the
shipwreck oft
Shavei-Zion,

5th century BCE.

By courtesy of Dr. E. Linder
and the Israel Antiquities
Authority








